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Study Supported by CHAL project
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1.3  Population status, Occupancy and Distribution Midglof Cheer Pheasar€atrreus wallichi)
in Dhorpatan Knting Reserve, Nepal.

1.4 Distribution and abundance of Satyr Tragopan (Tragopan satyra) in Manaslu Conservation /
Nepal.

1.5 Study of Fishing Cat

1.6 Biodiversity survey of Chandragiri Hill, Kathmandu, Nepal

1.7 Pteropus Colony Monitoring

1.8 Study of Reproductive Behavior of Assamese maeagiNagarjun Forest

1.9 Strengthening Community Participatory Red Panda Conservation and Nmpiterogram in
GaurishankarConservation Area, Central Nepal

1.10 Living with Villagersfor Bat Conservation at Triyuga Municipality, Udayapur, Nepal

2. Trainings, Seminars, Symposium and Conferences

2.1 First International Symposium on Fishing cat

2.2 Participation in FirsGraduate Conference on Environment and Sustainable Development

2.3 Participation in AuthorAID Workshop

2.4 Participation in National Workshop on Red list ford& of Nepal

2.5 Participation intie Student Conference on Conservation Science (SCCS), University of

Cambridge, Cambridge, U.K.




MESSAGE FROM CHAIR

With the aim & conservation of small

.
mammals Small Mammal Conservation a

achievement. It has already started t
and conservation work on Bats, Red
Pangolin, Squirrels, Himalayan Mar
Martins, Pika and other ecological in

of small mammals and aamunity.

The conservation works daot sustain nless local community is awaredbout the importance of the sm:
mammals. SMCRF successfully conducted various awareness raising activities such as school childre
classes, and different research training on small mammal handing, basic statistics training etc. Our c
are being fulfilled with the support and collaboration of National and International organizations; Partic
Department of National Park and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC), Nepal, National Trust for N
Conservation (NTNC), World Wildlife Fund (WWHRYepal, Critical Endangered Partnership Fund (CEF
Himalayan Nature (HN), Zoo outreach, Bat Conservation International (BCljorldutmall Grants (RSG

deservespecial thanks for their continuous support and enthusiasm.

For the successful completion fafurth year, major contribution goes to its team. Continuous effort fol
excellence and all the hardship taken by the team members to establish SMCRF as an organization

small time is highly appraised. | love to say this team as a dream teaenfield of conservation.

This Annual Report is summarizing few such initiatives. While efforts are put together to make this repc
instructive and comprehensive however, there are always space for perfection. Valuable sugges

comments areddicited for its continued improvements.

Thanking You

.

Sabina Koirala
Chairperson
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. ‘ ‘ : with the sixth annual report with anoth

-
“' : a ' successful year working on conservati
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p .8

regarding small mammals. Tr
ganization would like to acknowledc
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: ne. Heartfelt gratitude to the adviso
&upporting organizations, conservati
community and other partners in Nep
,We would like to acknowledge ot
members and granteesnake this yeal

a successful one.

Executive Committee 2015



/ BACKGROUND \

Small Mammals Conservation and Research Foundation is @rofih making, nongovernmentj

organization based at Kathmandu, Nepal. It is registered charity 903/065/066 with Government

and is also registered at Social Welfare Council (29919). It is dedicated to the conservation and
of small mammals within its priority areas aoither potential sites throughout Nepal. Small mamr|
comprise major proportion (60%) in mammalian diversity of Nepal. But it is still among the
concerned taxa. The research on small mammals is hard to find, so their conservation statu
@esed scientifically on time being. So, the conservation initiative is being made by this o@:

ﬁbjectives:

U Fundraising and undertaking

projects for conservation initiative
and researches of small mammal
U Organizing workshops /training

seminars/ community awareness

program anatonferences regarding
small mammals issues

U Publishing relevant articles of
different conservationists and

researchers through newsletter arjc

journal. |
U Supporting freelancers, studenis
conservationists technically and
financially for the conservation angl
research of the small mammals inft
form of thesis/case studies/individu
research.

U Respecting conservationists of |
|

\this field through awards. /
|
I




1. RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

a. Functionality study of North-South Linkage in Chitwan-Annapurna Landscape with

Biodiversity Survey of Biodiversity Important Areas (BIAS)

ChitwanAnnapurna Landscape (CHAL) with an area of 32,057 km 2 is a major biodiversity hotspot in centy
Nepal. It acts as a biological corridor that links Chitwational Park to Annapurna Conservation Area (ACA)
Four potential north south corridors were identified along CHAL but the functionality of these corridors wag
clear. We study to assess the validity of two major corridors: i) BarandabhariFGaghati Seti River Valleyi

Madi River Valleyi ACA and ii) Nawalparasi Forédalpai Syangjai Panchasé ACA. Mammals, birds, fishe$
plants and major infrastructure development were studied using direct and indirect methods (field observaj
transectand plots, camera trapping, sign surveys, imetting, and questionnaire survey) in summer and wintg
seasons. Besides, potential corridors, biodiversity of eight Biodiversity Important Areas (Madi River valley,
Eastern Himalayan Broadleaf Forest, Daralider Valley, Eastern Himalayan Alpine Meadows, Bhimtang

Forest, Resunga Forest, Ganesh Himal Base Camp, and Simbhanjhyang Forest) were also explored for tk
baseline information. The field survey identified 28 species of mammals (herbivores, catrpvionates, rodentg
and bats), 283 species of birds, 44 species of fish, 125 species of trees, 129 species of shrubs, and 234 s}
herbs from the study sites. Mini corridors in different study sites supportingsurth linkage for wildlife

movemat have been identified as

i. Panchasé®utalibazaiTikhedunga, Jhyankatigdhudi, RaipurSaranghat, SukauraAahaldanda with their
interlinkages

ii. Chakchake Sildjure, DevghatSikles, MajthanaRaniban, GajarketRhinoblock with their interlinka:

"‘9‘
ﬁ!x\ﬁq',

.
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The project was WWF/Hariyo Ban funded project with its partner organizations USAID, WWF, CARE, FEC(
and NTNC.



Different activities in field: a. Setting camera trap b. Bird Watching c. Sign Survey d. Questionna
Survey e. Field Orientation Training at Chitwan, Rhino Tal to all field biologists prior to first phas
field visit.

1.2 Study Supported by CHAL proje

We supported two University students (Hari Basnet and

Department of Zoology for their astersThesis by providing partia
funding was via the CHAlproject which was funded by WWF/
organizations USAID, WWF, CARE, FECOFUN and NTNC. The de
study are given below




1.2.1 Population status, Occupancy and Distribution
Modelling of Cheer PheasantCatrreus wallichii) in
Dhorpatan hunting Reserve, Nepal.

The Cheer pheasanC#treus wallichi) is a threatenet
species listed as vulnerable in IUCN Red list lagally
protected by the Government of NepaleTlonservatio
of this species is of great importance worldwide «
regular monitoring of its status and distribution
necessary. This study was done by Mr. Hari Basne
assess the population status agstimate occupanc
patterns in Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve, as well &

identify potentially suitable habitat of Cheer in Nep

Population data revealed that Dhorpatan valley

supports significant population of Cheer with ovel \
density of 7.08 paw Km2, but the population is :

declining trend. Total population size of the species
found to be 143456 pairs. Occupancy modieg
revealed that the distance to water had greater weig
determining occupancy. Distribution modeling indica
smaler area (1.20%) was most suitable for the sp

occurrence in Nepal.

1.2.2 Distribution and abundance of Satyr Tragopan (Tragopan
satyra) in Manaslu Conservation Area, Nepal.

ManasluConservation Area is biodiversity spot which harbors
wide range of flora and faunthus avian diversity falls no apart t
diversity. This is why MCA is proposed for upgrading of the art
from OPotenti al | mportant Bi
The study is the first ever scientific research on Satyr Tragopa
Manaslu Conservation Area, Nepal and overall Nepal. Field st
was carried on10OFebruary to 18 February and 30 May to 10
June, 2015 to explore the distribution and abundance of the
species along with conservation threats in the study area by M
Bahadur Gurung




/Study of Fishing Cat \

Small Cat Conservation and
Research Team leader, Sagar Dah
received the research grant from
Mohamed bin Zaye&pecies
Conservation fund for the
exploration of small cats of
Jagadishpur Reservoir of Kapilvast
district and Ghodaghodi Lake
Complex of Kailali district He

recorded Fishing Cat for the first Photo 2: Fishing cat recordedJagadispur Reservoir via
time from Jagadispur Reservoir ant Camera Trap.

Jungle cat antleopard Cawas also

reordedirom Ghodaghodi Lake. His / 1.4 Biodiversity survey of Chandragiri Hill, \
research team also conducted Kathmandu, Nepal

conservation awareness program ¢ || Two Important Bird Areas lie in Kathmandu valley, leven

. having potentiality, Chandragiri hill is not explored. It lies in the
both of these wetlands and publish south of Kathmandu Valley representing the true mid hills of

\{ﬁoklet for introducing Fishing C¢/ | Nepal which is h in biodiversity, but constantly being
local community &hreatened due to habitat distribution, /

We explored the biodiversity of Chandragiri hill with species focus to birds and mammals along with the\b
and herpetofauna. The study was carried out in July 2015 in six adjoining Community Forests (CFsiiraigCh;
hill within the elevation 014002550 m a.s.l. We used both direct and indirect method (camera trapping, sign ¢
for mammals, transect survey for birds and opportunistically recorded all the butterfly and herpetofauna se
the field work.

We recorded 13 species of mammals, 137 species of birds, 53 species of butterfly and nine species of herp
entire field survey. Large Indian Civet was most camera trapped species and we also camera trapped the
Endangered Chinese Pangoilvhile many of its burrows were distributed throughout the Chandragiri hill.
recorded three globally, five nationally threatened and two protected mammal species of Nepal. Chandragi

found to be suitable habitat for the summer visitor birds.

Additionally we disseminated the result of this study to the Community forest user groups of the study &
conservation and awareness activities for them were also done. The study was supported by HIMAWP

financially.




1.5 Pteropus Colony Monitoring

SMCRF
Col

Kathmandu valley regularlynonthly. We have

has been conduc

ony Monitoringo S
been monitoring thBteropuscolony of Sallaghari,
Bhaktapur and Kesharmahal, Durbarmarg,
Kathmandu. Students of natural science of differ
faculty and local people are being involved in t
monitoring program. This program has avehiiee

local people about the importance of bat spec

and they are encouraged to save them.

1.6 Study of Reproductive Behavior of
Assamese macaque in Nagarjun Forest

Reproductivdbehavior of Assamese macaque
(Macaca assamengisvas studied in Nagarjun
Forest of Shivapuri Nagarjun National Park. Th
fund needed for this study was provided by Dr.
Hideshi Ogawa, Professor, School of

International Liberal Studies, Chukyo Universit
Jgpan

Photo 4: Female Assamese macaque with her
baby and Observabserving macaques.




1.7  Strengthening Community Participatory Red Panda Conservation and Monitoring Prograr
Gaurishankar Conservation Area, Central Nepal.

t N22SO0G a{GNBY3IAIGKSYAYy3I [/ 2YYdzyAle t I NI A Oam)l
/| SYiUNIf bSLIte A& 2y3I2Ay3 NBR LI yRIFI O2yasSN
financial supported by Rufford Small Grant Program UK in mid of December 2014. We are
accelerating red panda conservation efforts in GCA from 201 2igjirground based habitat survey
as well as community conservation awareness. Prior project in GCA had recognized nine isolat
prime habitats of red panda within this conservation area. At currently we are focusing toward
community participatory conservatn through such conservation practices had started in Easter
Nepal. Recently, Communibased red panda monitoring protocol (CBRPM) was drafted in Nepa
version based on review of literature and further suggestions and feedback was gleaned throug
consulation workshop. On the occasion of celebrating "International Red Panda Day" in 19th
September 2015, a consultation workshop was carried out where more than 30 participants too
in discussion session representing from protected areas governing loedy communities,
conservation concern negovernmental, wildlife biologist, and professors and university graduat:
students.

Photo 5: Overview of Program activities in workshop




1.7 Living with Villagers for Bat Conservation at

Triyuga Municipality, Udayapur, Nepal.

After the initiation of
volunteer project without any financial support fro
funding agencies, from Madi, Sankhuwasabha Disti
eastern Nepal during 20413, Second Part of th
project conthued at Triyuga Municipality, Udayapt
District in South eastern Nepal. Conservation awarel
was targeted to school children of lower second
level. Documentary show and poster dissemination
conducted in nine schools and an Agriculture Jur
techncal assistance (J.T.A.) training centre (institutic
during August 25, 2015. The equipments needed
this study was supported by IDEA WILD.




