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M essage from Chair

Small Mammal Conservation and Research Foundation (SMCRF) had been established with
aim of conservation of small mammals. It has already started the research and conservation
on Bats, Red Panda, Pangolin, Squirrels, Himalayan Marmots, Martiasaiilother ecological
Interaction of small mammals and community. The conservation works does not sustain unle
local community is awarded about the importance of the small mammals. Now, SMCRF hg
initiated small mammal hiking in Kathmandu and had swsfodlg completed its one year.
Similarly, Pteropus colony monitoring in Kathmandu valley is also new initiative of SMCRF for
research and conservati@eside this, SMCRF successfully conducted various awareness raisin(
activities such as school childreectures classes, documentary show, and different researcl
training on bat handing, bat acoustic training etc.
Our objectives are being fulfilled with the support and collaboration of National and Internatione
organizations; Particularly, Department of idatl Park and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC),
Nepal, National Trust for Nature Conservation (NTNC), World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Nepal,
Critical Endangered Partnership Fund (CEPF), Himalayan Nature (HN), Zoo outreach, B
Conservation International (BCl), Rafd Small Grants (RSG) deserves special thanks for their
continuous support and enthusiasm.

For the successful completion of third year, major contribution goes to its team .Continuous effc
for the excellence and all the hardship taken by the team megntbestablish SMCRF as an
organization in such a small time is highly appraised. | love to say this team as a dream tean
the field of conservation.
This Annual Report is summarizing few such initiatives. While efforts are put together to mak
this rert more instructive and comprehensive however, there are always space for perfectic
Valuable suggestion and comments are solicited for its continued improvements.
Thanking You.

Hem Bahadur Katuwal

Chairperson
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Background

Small Mammals Conservation and Research Foundation is-prabnmaking, norgovernmatal
organization based at Kathmandu, Nepal. It is registered charity 903/066t66overnment of
Nepal and is also registered at Social Welfare Council (29919). It is dedicated to the conse
and research of small mammals within its priority asaas$ other potential sites throughout Nepza
Small mammals comprise major proportion (60%) in mammalian diversity of Nepal. But it is
among the least concerned taxa. The research on small mammals is hard to find, s
conservation status are remsessed scientifically on time being. So, the conservation initiativ
being made by this organization.
Objectives:

U Fundraising and undertaking
projects for conservation initiatives
and researches of small mammals

U Organizing workshops/
trainings/seminars/ community
awareness program and
conferences regarding small
mammals issues

U Publishing relevant articles of
different conservationists and
researchers through newsletter a
journal.

U Supporting freelancers, students,
conservationists technically and 8 A i 3
financially forthe conservation WSS &
and research of the small mammal$ y ‘»‘f,‘,
in the form of thesis/case Wy
studies/individual research.

U Respecting conservationists of this
field through awards.
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1.1Pangolin Trade, Status, Distribution, Ethnicity and its Conservation at eastern Nepal

'E;:t.ern Nepal has suitable habitat for pangolin, but it has been also considered as prone pangolin Titaele ar
trade scenario, status, distribution, etmomlogical importance, threats to the pangalias analyzedand
simultaneously performed conseflva on awar eness program in seven V
of eastern Nepal from Mardiay 2014.

We recorded 1328 burrows (eld46, new207 and fresty5) of Chinese pangolinvanis pentadactylain 168
hectares land. The burrow densityegh) was higher at llam (0.623/ha) than Dhankuta (0.293/ha). Distribution
of the burrow was significantly different along the VDCs and elevational graditigtser number of burrowsas
recordedat Ghorlikharka VDC, Dhankuta and burrows were aam along 1100200 m asl. Maxent moc
predicted soil type, annual precipitation and elevation as major determinant for the pangolin distribution at
whereas annual precipitation, aspect, elevation and landcover at llam. We also found higleerafiunatrows &
agricultural land where water bodies directly influenced their distribution. We also found Bengal Monito
(Varanus bengalensisHimalayan Crestless Porcupiidystrix brachyura and Indian HargLepus nigricollis

utilizing the burows of the pangolin

a) PangolinBurrow b) Scales




and medicinal value such as to cure gastro intestinal problediacgroblem, back pain relief,
bone problem etc. Their scale was used to make rings and in curing burn wounds. We found
of the respondents who had negative perception towards pangolin, they said that sighting
pangolin will be bad luck, but ik perception had not played any role in reducing pangolin tra

We conducted community and school awareness program through posters and bro
distribution and broadcast awareness program through media (FM) to educate people ab:

benefitsof pangolins for their livelihood.

Photo 2: Awareness program
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1.2  Successful One year completion of Small Mammals Hiking Program in Kathmandu

SMCRF has been conducting ASmall ma mma

science, botanyforestry etc.) of different universities to take up research and promote consel_'v

as to make local people and other nature lovers aware of small mammals anng with Iarg |

This is the first effort to organize such a program in Nepal. w . ¥
During hiking, roadsind trails were followed slowly and mammals and 't SI

were encountered. During hiking, small mammals like martens, sqmrréls cive! s, b. \ﬁ

of pangolin have been recedl Whitebellied Squirrel, Orangbellied Hlmalay N -1 ark

were frequently seen mammals during hiking. Participants not onlyggn}p *- lian fauna,

Wi PN,
simply nature watching. In this one ye8MCRF have successfully complé {:"‘i

Bajrabarahi Forest, Suryabinayak Community Forest, parts of Naghjivap Ul g
Forest, ChovarBagmati Corridor etc. where more than onedred nature Iovérs‘ al

DIhoto . A T
OUtO g U V'V U

upper) a) Hikers at Shivapu

Nagarjun  National Park b
Recorded fresh burrow of pangoli
during Hike. c) Hikers at Chovai
Bagmati River d) Whitéellied
Squirrel seen during the Hike




1.3 PteropusColony Monitoring

SMCRFhas been &onthlg:
Pteropus Colony M
30, 2013 in Kathmandu valley regularly
on every lasBaturday of each montlve
have been monitoring thePteropus
colony of Sallaghari, Bhaktapur ar
Kesharmahal, Durbarmarg, Kathnaan
Students ofnatural scienceof different
faculty and local people are beir
involved in are being involved in th
monitoring program. This program he
awarel the local people about th
importance of bat species and they

encouraged to save them.
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Photo 4:(Clock wise from left upper) @teropus gingiaticuat Kesharmahal k}olony ofPteropusc. and d.
participants of monitoring at Sallaghari Bhaktapur and Kesharmahal respectively.
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1.4 Study of Feeding Ecology of Assamese macaque in Shivapuri Nagarjun National Park

We are not only focused on research of Small mammals. This year we study the feeding ecology of A
macaque in Nagarjun forest with the financial support of Primate Conservation Inc, USpmEQt needed fo
the study was donated by IDEA WILD. Assamese macadaedca assamengisf Nepal is designed as 'Nep
Popul ationd which is endemic and endangered pr
its preference and gera behavior in Nagarjun forest of SNNP. Scan sampling andadiirrence sampling wa
used for feeding and behavioral observations from August 2013 throughout a year in different four seast
troops of Assamese macaque were selected for the studyvidifferent study sites depending on their feed
habit.

Altogether, 2008 scan and 21257 behavior events \

recorded from the scan sampling of 508 hours. Among

two troops studied one group spend more time on res

followed by feeding while next group spend more t5a%

of time on feeding and foraging purpose. Distributi

pattern and availability of artificial food is directl

affecting the activity budget of the macaque in Nagar

forest.

Unlike other studiesof Assamese macaquéissamese
macaques of Nagarjun fotesme highly frugiveous during
the study period anthey utilize a wide range of tree:
herbs, shrubs and climbers including insects and t
secretionsTree contributed large proportion of diet thi
other life form of plantsTree species having highd¥I

are food plants of macaque and most of food species in

study sites were patchily distributed in space

ol |
V. L LI‘I
Photo 5: An adult male and zero year baby of Assamese macaque resting éRight)lt female Assamese macad

feeding on fruit oMachilus duthie(Left) 10 Annual Report 2014
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. Chitwan-Annapurna Landscape. |

Photo 6: Recording data by scan sampling and meaghergBH of a tree in habitat of macaque
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1.5 Functiohal\y study of North-South Linkage in & The project . nFunc

k., North-South = Linkage in Chitwan
' Annapurna Lansds
WWEF/Hariyo Ban funded project with
its partner organizationsUSAID,
WWEF, CARE, FECOFUN and NTNC.
Functionality of the corridor study of
the NorthSouth linkage in CHAL is
under investigation to understand the
genetic flow of fauna (e.g., herbivores,
carnivores, bats birds, and fishes), and
flora along th@ elevatlmi g?‘ dient of
CHAL. Itwill als hgb to uniderstand
' \ween Chitwan
act as refuge for
1 important

'mamtenence
: aln\ goal of thls :
) i vésﬁghté faunal chversrty{‘
‘ stand ‘the functionality of
north-south  corridor, which is
important for effective conservation of
wr ¢ biodiversity and sustainable livelihood

of the local people of CHAL.
. ' ’ -« . . . '
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