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FOREWORD

Nepal is rich in biodiversity which constitutes 4.5 percentages of global mammals. It has
* been claimed that more than 60% of known mammals of Nepal constitute small mammalian
fauna and these are least studied taxa and have, therefore, received least attention towards its
conservation. The natural history of these small mammals in Nepal is not well known,
especially to that of high altitude occurring species like pika. On the top of that, taxonomy of
pika is complex, and so often confused, as a result, species richness and the species of pika
has been fluctuating in different periods of time. Pikas are small and adorable animal that

belong to the order Lagomorpha and family Ochotonidae.

This book is based on the existing literatures and photographic evidences on the species of
pika collected from researchers, tour guides, enthusiasts and local people from different parts
of Nepal. The book reports the presence and occurrence of four species of pika hitherto in
Nepal. In addition, this book comprehends species profile that includes information on
taxonomy, ecology, distribution and threats. I hope this book is crucial and will provide

information to all the researchers, conservationists, managers and other concerned people.

I would like to extend special thanks to Small Mammals Conservation and Research
Foundation for taking such a great effort in bringing out this valuable publication.

o
. 0%
o
Man Bahadur Khadka

Director General .

G.P.O. Box: 860, Kathmandu, Nepal. Tel. 4220912, 4220850, 4227926, Fax: +977-1-4227675
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Preface

Small Mammals Conservation and ReseadchFou on p u b | viesvlore d a
Pika® f N e p & Thére wan ex@6€dihg nesdrue corrections and update
after p urbxbniomiarevisionrof pdefsotoflaagomorpha, Mammalia) at

the species lével(bissovsky, 2014dpdate of species information sheet by IUCN Red
List in”2016 and Handbook of the Mammals of thé\Waddlected additional
information goikasince 2Albased on literatures and opportunistic photographs from
different parts of Nepal. By compiling all the available information, Wwegkoduce a
onpika®df NepaWe hope this document witklpéul for government authorities and

agencies, academic and touristic purposes. We would like to get feedback and suggestion.
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|-

v Pikas are small lagomorphs belonging tc“
" { monophyletic ger@shotohank, 1795 and 4‘
AN | the family Ochotonidae Thoh885. It is

. clearly differentiated from other lagomor|

and has evolved since early Oligocene. |

resembles a guipigain a general structur
(Shema, 1999). Pikas have shorter hind
R ; compared to forelegs. Tail is concealed,
' are rounded, tekull lacks supmdbital
bones, and relatively short nasal region
§ of a large foramen presebbth sides (Sm
& Xie, 2008Chapman & Flux, 1990).

hntn 1 . (i

P ULU L. il
L. 2 1) N
SR N S )
— —

Pikas are endemic, small in size, diurnattahdrnating herbivores, thriving in some of the most remoit

landscapes in the Holarctic region (Hoffman & Smith, 2005).Some species inhabit rock and talus;
long life span, and has populations in low density since bear low reproductive rates (Smith & Xie, :
highly territorial with remarkably similar behavioral patterns throughout their distribution range and
their territorie by scent marking and vocaligztimpnian & FJux990Smith & Xje2008). Most species stot
haypilekiring the winter. It is prey species for several predators in the higher elevagidrax Claginan
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Pikas in Nepal
There areB82ecognizespecies pikas Qchotospp.) distributed throughout the world

(Lissovsky, 201#&vespecies pikas have been repdrtad NepaBlacKipped Pika
Ochotona curzoiiiaepin Pik@. thibetgrdubra Pik@. nubrichargesared Pika.
macrosidR 0 y | e @. soyliiPhap@tal, 2011) However, in absence of voucher
specimen @f. thibetafram Nepallhapa2014)istedonly four species of pikas
excludin@.thibetamathe checklist of mamwofakepal

In contras@inawali et al. (20ahdAmin et al2018havencluded seven species of
pikasadding/loupin Pik@. thibetartdimalayan Pi&a himalayaaredO. lama
Recently®. himalayasaeconsiderezslibspecies@froyliiSimilarlyQ. lamis
considered a sub specdizsmibricAccording tecent research@sthibetaisa
confined to China and Myanmar (Lissovsk{).2Klaria possibbccurring in

Nepal, &kt explicit evidence has yet to be documented.
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Distribution of pikas in Nepal

Pikahave been reported from an elevation ofadxl &0 Ulleri, AGAbe, 1971

6126maskt Nepalibetborde(Thomas & Hinton, 192®wever, in Na@phighest

elevation record for piRarnoyi) is 5950 m asl from the base of the south western face of
the Mt. MakalDaniel & Hanzak, 198#)ereas, the highest elevation reddrd for

macrois 5630 m asl (at Kalapattkawamichi, 197 8inceQ. macrotias found

occurring at higher elevations than@habtin the Everest region and the Central

Nepal (Kawamichi, 1971).

|
According tsawamichi (197y)acier and eve
snow layer above this elevation might hav
limited their elevation extension, but pikas
been encountered at elevationsthaghéhis af ==
Makalu region as reportdddoyel & Hanzak -
(1985) It has been recorded from mountairv
areas within the habitat range of rhodode
(Rhododendnom.) and oaRercspp.) mixed"
forest, fir Abiespp.) and hemlod@lsiiga dumo
mixed foreshirch Betula utjliand
rhododendron mixed forest, rhododendro
juniper Junipersig.) mixed forest to shrubb

alpine meadows. It can be seen in agricult

fields, patans (rangelands and pasturelandi  gaa

steep slopes to igneous rocksdsksle It has|

been recorded from protected areas: KCA Yl
VA
Taplejung District in the east to the ANCA 3

Darchula District in the west.

i

Photo3: Royle's Pika at Annapurna Base Camp, a little up on the slope toward the glacier, ahtige edge of the plateau (Photo: Svetlana Vashkevich)



' Pikas are not found in the lower elevations.

- pellets deposition from an elevation of 2650

- Abe (1971) reported pika even from lower ele

k limiting factors. However, they can adapt hu

| at Jomsom to 4632 m asl at Ghakthangifée

. the animals. However, maximum occurrencef’

Kawamichi (1971) recorded pikas based on f
than this at Ulleri, ACA (2180 m asl). Therma
cordition (temperature) is one of the importa ,

fluctuations (Kawamichi, 1971). Pikas were fd ;
distributed along an elevation range from 28

Border)n ACA based upon observation of sig
pikas was found within an elevation range of

4000 m asl and within less than one km from

water source. They do not prefer greater slo

{ South east aspecs, deswn cover but high grougs

cover favours the anl(malma 20]_3) o , S PHe Hoto: anja%aThapa) §,_

: : There exists elevatlon segregatlon @ twesTahisdO. roylii

ﬁ:«’: within 3968421 m asl as suggested by 1921 Expedition to |
Everest reconnoitered from the Tibet@rhsio@as & Hinton, 19:

and also in the southern part of the Great Himalayas from s

side of the Mt. Everest, where the line of segregation coinci
tree line, to thentral Nep@Kawamichi, 197However, tree line
: sometime varies according to aspects from sunny southern
! shaded slofidtani, 1962 or examples, tree line reach 4300 |
in the northern slope while 3900 m asl in the sop#hatn sl
: Deboche. On the other hand the line of segregation of both
¢ could not be differentiated at UmmakhaSaligghumbu district
where rhododendron forests were exclusively predominant
(Kawamichi, 1971). But, the tree line was far bedowardiseorf th
Royl ebs Pika at a base camj

K/ | @ (Gregori & Petrov, 1986h d even the reco

7
Pht5thbt thl G : : i3
(Pr?o?o Sainjaaﬁ?hzli)a wg [ - from above of the snow(Daniel & Hanzak, 1985)
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Ridge of the Great Himalayas probably acts as an important geographic isolation barrie
these two spedikawamichi, 1968; 191fm)addition, rivers channeling from Tibet to the
midhills such as Bhotekoshi River flowing into Sunkoshi Riveridgnes gié tha

Great Himalayas acts as effective barrier for the dispgiisalvainpi&lais 1971)

History of studies on pika in Nepal
As for the other taxa of mammals, in Nepal, the history of pika study begins with notes ¢

Lagomys nepatdrtgised from Gosainthdtdagso(l841) Thomas & Hint¢h922)
surveye@chotorsap.in Tibetadde otheEverest region and recommended for the
study in Nepal s{#@wamichi, 197 Thomasl@22Yyecorded four new specipikaf

from other parts detHimalayMitchell & Punzo, 19./8)nton & Fry1923Yeported
specimenskfo y | e (9. roRlaigal@nsisom Patibhanjyang, Nuwakot Distyct.
(1925Yeported specimenRaf y | e (8. rofi@ebadensiom Gorkhdiswas &
Khajurigl955195Jpu bl i shed on zool ogi cal resul t:
in 1954. They described amkeaD. angdainom Khumbu region of eastern Nepal
(Mitchell, 1978Khajuria (1961) dealt vdthmacrstbllected from Khumbu
(Solukhumbu) District during Indian Expedition to Mt. Gileogan & Morrison
Scott1966)isted two speciepikhs namelhargesared PikkmdR o y | effomm Pi k a
Nepaln a list dDchotowacurring from Astaruber (269)during Khumbu Himal
Expedition collected several specirRemsyof e fibim selPerakliacations in
Solukhumbu and Dolakha Distiotsh & Shath9469)tudied on egparasites from

four specimeng®b y | e dblecteB fromdangtang valley during Nep&diealth

in October 1965. During 12688, Takeo Kawamichi carried out a sttitlyl@gy

(winter behaviowfR o y | e diCGentrBl Nép@kawamichi, 1968hesemoréq70)
observeR o0 y | edi Bhoréhg lkadpass) and Helambu area. Richditihvddrie
collected different specipka$ from different parts of Nepal in between July, 1966 to
July 197(R. M.Mitchell collected 0 y | e speciméhs fkom Khumjung, Solukhumbu
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district in October, 1968 and also M. K. Lama collected specimens of the same species
Muktinath, Mustadigtrict in March, 19(I@wis, 1971Nepal Ectparasite Program
(NEP) from September 1966 to August 1970 colleda¢al &isttispecimens of

terrestrial mammals including (dMitsell, 1977Pr. Kawamichontinued with study

oneleviaonal segregatidajly activities and social patteangetared PilkkmdRo y | e 0 s
Pikaat Mount Everest region of EasterniNEpalKawamichi, 197 Bgrawal &
Chakrabortyt971yeported a new Pika,mitcheifomGosainkuagcentral Nepal

(Mitchell, 1978)n the same year Hisashi Abe publisBeoltestibns of three species

of pika (includin@chotosga.) from three locati¢hbe, 1971) ewig1971discovereal

new species of flea na@legtopsylla gracfiistingk o y | e fios NdpaAkua

S

Photo6: A juvenile pika (probably Largeared Pika) at Paanch Pokhari, Solukhumbu District in July, 2009 (Photo by: Badri Vinod Dahal)
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Valley Wildlife Expedition (AVWE) during July 1972 to December 1973 collected four
specimens & o y | e(Mischd PloA)aRaush & Ohbayash®{4)yeported three
species of parasites frompikaslLargesared PilkendR 0 y | efios CdnxtrakNeepal.

Mitchell & PunZb975yeported a nguka,O. lamand also collect@ddaurieand

O.macrotiem Tibetaplateaof Nepal (MustaDitrict).Yugoslav Himalayan
Expedition in 1972 coll ect eaphedtherpgkee s pec
from Makalu Base C&arpgori & Petrov, 197d)tchel(1978)presented detailed

information on six species of pikas reported hithentp mesiupik&s. angdaandO.

mitchellAbe {982)presenteelcological distribution and faunal structure of small
mammalsatudingdchotonideplotted distribution ©f lamandO. dauriéem alpine

deserts of Mustang districtwaitlation in an elevation.

Green1981l)ncludedR o y | eid the cleckksaof mammals of LNP and added brief
notes on observation of pikas in LNP. Czechoslovak expedition to Mt. Makalu during pr
monsoon in 1973 collected 10 skins, fou
(Daniel & Hanzak, 198%)en after,saagnificant gap t@nseen inkp study in Nepal,

literatures based on reviews and spsonkihe onlyputpus(Smith et 211990

Cabet & Hill, 1995uwal & Verheugt, 18Mrestha, 19%tinivasulu et,&004

Molur et al., 20053 hresthet al.(1999)studied on foraging and haying plants@f Royle

Pika in Bajura District of Far Western Nepal and identified 33 species of plants from its |
pile.Khanal & Shregth@00s t udi ed on habitam prefereni
GosainkundBasuwa District of Central N€palal 2007)yeported symbiotic

relationship of Ragl®ika and Scaly Breasted Wren Paiaelpy@e albiyéoia

Somdang, a village near Ganesh Himal at an elevatasbAB20@t a(2010)

reported RoyiePika (may be ofhikas too) as the opportunistic diet of Red Fox in the

spring.
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Suwal & Verheug®95kenumerated six speci€xbbtoffam NepalShresthd997)

also mentioned skagiglight changes fromStwal & Verheu®95). Majupuria &

Kumar [Majupuri@P06¥urther added himalayat@the list of pika species occurring

in NepalSrinivasulu et @004Yyeviewed and prepared checklist of ninetpédaes

occurringn South Asia including six from Nepal. They @.codeghut excluded.
thibetan&hatiwad&2004)estimated the total density of pikagfared Pikend

Roylé& Pikpbased on head counts to be 370 per ha in ten sites within Langtang Lirung &
of LNP. This estimation is an over estimate (erroneous) as they deployed 10X10 sg. m |
for this. Since, the density asticsétoyl eds
talusdwelling pika spe¢tesiih et al1990) Molur et al.2005)owered the species

number to five again exclidingibetaaad alsO. forrestihapa et aR§11)compiled

literature review and opportunistic occurrence inforriag@peaiespkas

occurring in NepRlearcf011)presented a comprehensive literature review and

additional information from museum specimen collection on four species of pikas excluc
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the Moupin Pikinawali et aR@11l)presented species information sheet indmiefrfor
species of pikas includiigmandO. himalayana

Chand2012x onduct ed a B. Sc. Thesi s @chotonat | ed
spp.)inDhuncl®o sai nkundaa Trekking Route, Lan
density of pikas was estimated 3pikasl(argecared PikendRoyl& Pikaper ha

based on fecal pellets and direct observation counts in 24 m diameter cicular 36 plots.
PhD study was focusdaworspecies of pikaagecared PikndRoylé Pikpdealing
withpopulatiorforageedectionfood hoardifgghavioioju et al., 2012013®; Koju

& Chalise, 20}, ecologyKoju et al2013) and conservation thr@g&dgu et al.,

2013) inLNP.Koju & Chalig2013p u bl i shed on obsANCAati on
Far western Region, Neéf@l et al.2013) estimated densf21 per ha f@. macrotis

and 14 per mh&oshinkundaR arealLBHBmsedPan kedbro&nts.
Chalis€@013e st i mat ed t he de n-8ypethaduoifg2Rdand e 0 s
2013 at ANCA. Population abundance was found higher in summer thén in winter an

Photo8: Juvenile plka (probably Largeared Plka) at Dudhkunda (Iake) in Solukhumbu at an elevation around 4000 m asI (PhotoBidbadurKatuwal)
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lower at forest ed@esju et al., 201.2)

M.Sc. dissertation stwdg undertakem f eedi ng eca¥Dwgeyn of RO
highland of LNRoju, 2013Joshf2013x onduct ed a M. Sc. Thesi
Utilization, Feedi ng Ecol oQchotomanoglei Conser
(Ogibly,18) i n Khaptad National Par k, Nepal
e n t iSpatia¢ Ristrilbution and Habitat Preference GicRitasgecies) Along the
Elevational Gradient of Central Himalaya (Study from Mustang District, Annapurna
Conservan Area, NepalAmi n et al . (2018) wupdated t

which included seven species of pikas in Nepal.

Threats to Pika

Mass collection of YarchagWpbam{rdyceps sindnssommunity in higher Himalayas,

the habitat of pikas may pose disturbance to the animal (Koju et al. 2013b). On the othe
hand, pikas invade into the temporary c
wheat and other grain flour. Loa@mesat Dingboche (within the distribution range of
O.macrgtiaformed pika carrying away potatoes and stalks and wheat grains from the st
at housg&awamichi, 1971)is Kled for fun by children throwing stones over them and

using catap(oju et al., 20bB

Traditionally itsd6 flesh is roasted ove
communities, there is a belief that the meat has some medicthakvahse emgbr

the treatment of hypothermia, asthma, cold eliatdoeeever, the conser suffers

from dizziness after the consumption and later physiological relaxation occurs. The
communities also consume such meats during body pain, arthritis and(&mjigh and cold
et al., 2013. Plastics have reached the pika habitat, and an individual pika was observet
carrying plastics into its bur(@wand, 201Roju et al., 20bB This may pose a threat

10
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to the species; however, detailed study on the impact of pledtiédtisonehd

respondents denied on the killing dfQbkasl, 201,23 hotelier (anonymous) reported

to the author (Sanjan Thapa) that there are very few cases for killing pikas at Chandant
from the outsiders. They kill pikéisefdlesh which they believe haafsoenentioned

medicinal values. Unmanaged grazing by cattle and livestock in meadows, rangelands
pasturelands (kharka in Nepali) inhabited by pikas may impose disturbance to pikas at |
(Joshi, 2013Ramaroshan area, Gosainkundaa, ACA and elsewhere. Collection of forest
resources also impact disturbances to pikas (Lamagd@fib8).festvals (cultural)

organized every year attract millions of pilgrims and visitors in these areas and results
dumping of large mass of garbage there may have impacted them, which needs to be
studied. Recently, free roaming feral dogs in sthd Eebeve 300 m asl

(Dingboche, Chhukung, Thugla, Lubuche, Bymafughper Lubuche) and Gorakshep
aredhave been observed killing Ragndra Gurung pers260s8).

-

Predators
Siberian Weab#tlstela sibiaod Yellow Throated Marten

“%i Martes flavigwkre trapped in the pika habitat where pike

burrows were abundant and these mustelids were large

4 with ecteparasites found associated with laggMibchis,
1977) Red FoXulpes vulifeyal et al., 201@now Leoparc
Panthera urfdacksg 1996Khatiwada, 200%)ellow

9 Throated Marten, birds of flaggen, 1981\veaseldustela

spp(Gregori & Petrov, 19,76¢llow Throated Marten

(Kawamichi, 197 Burasian Lyhynx lynx Pal | a s ¢

Otocolobus m@Wathahn et al., 2018yey wolCanis lupus

= Golden Jackadnis aurelibetan Foxulpes ferillatal feral

' \ dogs (Rajendra Gurnpagsobs 2018) prey upon this spet
5 in higher Himalayas of Nepal. A hotelier (anonymous) il
A,t an author (Sanjan Thapa) thase ¢at killed the pikas

"% (probably Royleds Pika) ¢

a e ~

>
- . - ‘v _ - — - [ ~—— - P—
Photo9: Pika captured in mouth of Mountain Weasel at Mathillo Shree Kharka, Manang at an elevation of 4000 m asl (Photo: Kirah Mask
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Objective

The species accouftabifotospp. has been fluctuating. The exact fiqwotbwill
unveiled until and unless a long time confirmiragieptirey phyfpeographic and other
advanced genomiitsbeundertakeherefore we have tried to presamtbéve

condition of pikeeNepal from possible valid sources and opportunistic data.

Methods
Relevariiteratureand species information sheethaeavaghly revieweilso,

information from photograpftetsist guidenature guideuniversitytsdents, wildlife
researcheand conservation professiaraijould take opportunistic photographs of

pikas from different parts of Nepal was tefapddte the latest information on pikas

Result

In totaldurspecies Gfchotoase distribat in Nepal.

Tablel: Checklist of pikas occurring in Nepal

Order: Lagomorpha
Family: Ochotonidae

1| Ochotona curzg@Ha@gson, 1858) BlacHipped Pika

2 | Ochotona nubficamas, 1922 Nubra Pika

3| Ochotona macgfdiisther, 1875) Largecared Pika

4| Ochotona rid@gilby, 1839) Royl eds P

12



Morphological (External) characters of pika and its measurements Pikas in Nepal

Photo 10: Largeeared Pika from Tadache in MBNPhoto: Manoj Ayer)
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Species Profile

Ochotona curzonia¢Hodgson, 1858)

Plateau PikatacKipped Pika
Kalomukhe Thutekhai@arb& Shah, 200&aloonthe Thutekharayo

Ochotona curzevagencluded@
dauuridzefore and this species
apparently include two recogniz
subspecies of wlticltcurzoniae
occurs in Nepélis possibbsister
taxa t®. nubri¢hissovsky, 2014
Smith & LitR016) since recent

genoncs reveal hybridization

, betweel®. curzoniedO. nubrica iy 5/
FIEY &

s
Ay LIt
IX?

& (Lissovsky, 2016). dauurica
curzoniaeported byitchell &
Punzo (1978ndO. dauurica
reported bgbe(198430.
curzoni@@mith-et al., 1990)

Photo11: A BlacKipped Pika at Chyakpalung meadow of uppdumla (Photo: Naresh Kusi)
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ldentifying Character/s

HB=146192 mm (17092.5mm, Mitchell, 1978); HF3Z8nm (33:36.1mm,

Mitchell, 1978); E=28mm (21-23.9mm, Mitchell, 1978); MassIEyn{Smith &

Xie, 2008)Blackipped nose and black lips and a buffy marking above nose are
distinguishing characteristics but not always. Summer pelagevis teasatydy russet
dorsally and digtgllowistwhite to grayish white ventrally. Winter pelage is light sandy
yellow, yellowish white to greyish. In overall, the fur in winter pelage is softer and longeit
than that in summer pelage. There isdanest patch on the dorsal part of emuath ear

a white margin on the broader edge of the pinnae. Ventral part of the pinnae is not nake
(which is normally naked in Royleds Pik
medium sized and sharply elevated in the frontal arearfita¢ ietgon is moderately

narrow. The tympanic bullae are of moderatsitgizeal., 1990)

Conservatian Status
Global: Least Concern (LC) (S#aithu, 2016)
National: Data Deficient (D@nawali et al., 2011)

Distribution and Habitat

It is distributed in AQAifchell & Brkserd, 976 Mitchell, 1978A\be 1982 Suwal &
Verheugt, 199%hrestha, 19Majupuria & Kumar [Majupuria],; 20@6vali et al.,
2011; Lama, 20E5hd may be in SKRSiiRval & Verheugt, 1,998restha, 1997
Majupuria & Kumar [Majupuria],; Jo@évali et al., 201However, ot a single
individualvas seaturing 75 days in upper DpagVayJuly 2016. As such upper
Dolpa does not have a Tibetan Plateau landscape where the @yeask Kusies
pers. 0b2017).

! Smith, A.T. and Liu, S. 2016. Ochotona curzoniae. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2016:
e.T41258A45182665. http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-3.RLTS.T41258A45182665.en. Downloaded
on 13 February 2018.
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Pikas in Nepal

Mitchell & Derksetd(79 described divespecimens of this speolescted frotrho

Chhoga, Mustanigtiict which is the first record of the species fro(Miiapell,

1978) Abe(1982)lotted its distribution near Tibetan border of Mustant wistrict.
distributed throughout T+dimalaya above 360#s(Suwal & Verheugt, 1,995

Shrestha, 19Majupuria & Kumar [Majupuria],; Jo@évali et al., 201t occurs at

Chhorten Markok (4391 m asl) and Chhuhare (4632 m asl) of Ghakthang area in ACA
(Lama, 2013).wabserved @hyakpalumgeadow of upper Humla at 4%s4 The

species was albserved in Korald016 and photographed from Dhalung raoigelands
upper Mustang2@17 The species are commonly seen in the areas of Mansarovar in Tibe

adjoining the Humla Distrittegal Rajendra Gurung pers26is).

They inhabit open grass and scrubland donGlaase@dubg. andunipersg.
Sometimes seen rushing from scrubs to scrubs and among rocks, boulders, talus and b
cliffs(Suwal & Verheugt, 1,98&restha, 19Wajupuria & Kumar [Majupuria], 2006)

Habit

Black-lipped Rkalives in burrows in open alpine mé¢&duth & Xie, 2009)he

breeding season for this species extends from April, possibly in{&taikh Atiglist
1990) O. curzontzes three to five litters per year with two to eight youndSmithtter
& Xie, 2008)Generation lghgs estimated to be 1.2 yadDs curzon@¥ang & Dai,
1989)

16



80° (}'O"E 81 °0|'0"E 82°(}'0"E 83"0|'0"E

84"0]'0"E

85°(}'0"E

86“(?:'0"E

87°(}'0"E

88° 0|'0"E

Pikas in Nepal

270 OI'O"N 28° 0['0"N 29° 0]'0"N 3000I.0..N 31°0|‘0"N

26° C;'O"N

Legend
I Biack-lipped Pika distribution

- PAs in Nepal
|:| Nepal Outline

0 40
T N e Kilometers

80

160

240

320

N

A

| | | | |
27°0'0"N 28°0'0"N 29°0'0"N 30°0'0"N 31°0'0"N

|
26°0'0"N

| | | |
80°0'0"E 81°0'0"E 82°0'0"E 83°0'0"E

Figurel: Distribution map of Blackipped Pika in Nepal

|
84°0'0"E

|
85°0'0"E

|
86°0'0"E

|
87°0'0"E

|
88°0'0"E



Pikas in Nepal

Ochotona nubricarhomas, 1922

Nubra Pika
NubriThutekharayBdral & She008) Nubra UpatyakaTKuutekharayo

Apparently two subspeci€zlbtona

nubricare recognized: n.

IhasaenaigdO. n. nubrigacludingD.

n. alienasdO. n. lamaRecentl.

nubricig a separate species, howev
| the pasd. nubriegas synonym@o 54

/
pusill2O. roylilandO. thibetana '

b respectively. Based upon morpholcl/

T . —
and molecular analyses, it is consic®=
‘ \

! an independent species and founduL
3 o "__‘%

4 divergent from these forms. In addi e

M these analyses indicate® tmaiorica s Y/
does not form a sin@de; but has /\
undergone significant introgressionf\/;/.

/ withO. curzoniagéssovsky, 208mith §

& Li, 2016)O. lameeported by ‘
Mitchell & Punzo (1979)tchell
(1978) an@hbe (198230. nubrica
(Smith et al., 1990)

»\ﬂ“\ !5«

Photo 12: Nubra Pika at Kuwagaun in upper DolfRhoto: Geraldine Werhahn)




The total length of this species is .
184.0 mm [HB=1631%6.2 mm
(Mitchell, 1978); TL=1760171.4
mm (Mitchell & Punzo, 197Shith
& Xie, 2008 HF=34.234.8mm,; ‘
E=19.820.1mm (Mitchell & Punzol
1975; Mitchell, 1978he skull is
fairly flat, larger than the Moupin F

"but smaller t haj

relatively narrow, but with a fairly
| broad inteorbital and short rostrunt
3 Palatal foramina are widely expang
posteriorly, whereas the bullae ar¢
relatively small aradnow(Smith et
| al., 1990)

Conservation Status
Global: LC Smith & |.2016)
National: DD (Jnawali et al., 2011)

Distribution and Habitat

This species occurs in A@AENP Mitchell & Punzo, 19TR4&tchell, 1978; Abe, 1982;
Suwal & Verheugt, 1,99brestha, 19%Majupuria & Kumar [Majupuria],; 2o@évali
etal., 2011; Pearch, 2011).

2 Smith, A.T. & Li, W. 2016. Ochotona nubrica. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2016:
e.T15051A45179343. http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/I[UCN.UK.2016-3.RLTS.T15051A45179343.en. Downloaded
on 13 February 2018.
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Mitchellk Punz@1975described dhree specimens of this sip@giedanjaollected

by M.K. Lamfaom Lupra (3640as) and Bharg (3030 m asl), also additional
observatiamear Jomsom of Mustang distnetskin and skull of these specimens are
deposited in Royal Ontario Museum (ROM), TorontoMGehadla& Punzo, 1975
Pearch, 20118be {982)lotted its disktion in Mustang district. This species is
distributed throughout T+eimalaya above 30045l.This species is fourAiGA

(Suwal & Verheugt, 1,98&restha, 19®Majupuria & Kumar [Majupuria], 2R0€)
found throughout higher Himalayas in the northern part oy thiedcothin all
protected areas sharing the border to the Tibet (Jnawali et al. 2011). However,

corroboration is further required.

& and Kuwagaun of upper Dolpa in July, 20:?‘?»‘

\ (Naresh Kusers. 0b2017). An individual wg~ %

observed from the valleiobgton forest Ianc ‘-""" e

cr "’

rolling landform in the vicinity of Bhijer, SFgﬁ’ ol :

(Bishnu Devkota pers.2t4s).

_ l It inhabits in Tibetalpine desert biotope .

7 (Mitchell & Punzo, 197&pen grass and v

5 scrubland dominate€hyagasa. and P

y Junipersg. Some time it is seen stepping l,f‘;‘ :
from scrubs to scrubs and among.rocks, H ——
boulders, talus and base of®lifisl &
Verheugt, 199%hrestha, 1997) is found in§
alpine or stddpine thick scr(Majupuria &

- Kumar [Majupurla] 2006)
f s & e

’ii "5 . ; : ‘;‘F ""”” r.f-' et
t ¥ b "N A‘ . - .\ u'.-?*‘"-: L

Photo 14: Nubra Pika at Bhijer, SPNP (Photo: Bishnu Devkota)
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Figure2: Distribution map of Nubra Pika in Nepal



